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is truly democratic. Where such condition is absent the form of
Government is democratic in name.1384

If freedom is based on the non-violence cf the brave "least
government" will be practicable, for that freedom will be an
organic inward growth. People will acquire capacity for volun-
tary co-operation and concerted action and will learn to
regulate most of their social life through voluntary organiza-
tions. Thus the village units will be self-sufficient in regard to
production and defence. "A village unit," said Gandhiji in 1946,
"conceived by me is as strong as the strongest."85 The beuilder-
ing multiplicity of functions which the modern State performs
will also become unnecessary in the non-violent State due to the
simplicity of life, decentralization and the absence of violent
class conflict and militarism. Besides, the justification and the
extent of State activity depends on whether people attach greater
value to security against the invasive acts of others, i.e., to peace
and order imposed by law, than to freedom of action. In the
non-violent State such invasive acts will be infrequent and
people will have acquired the technique of dealing with them
non-violently. This will also narrow the province of State action.

The functions of the State will be gradually reduced and
transferred to voluntary associations. Gandhiji is, however, not
a doctrinaire. He would decide every case on its own merits and
where State action is likely to advance the welfare of the people
he would welcome it in spite of his distrust of the State. In
performing its functions the object of the State will be to serve
the masses. The interest of the classes, so long as these continue,
will be its concern to the extent that this interest subserves and
does not conflict with the interest of the masses. Gandhiji insists
that every interest that is hostile to that of the masses must be
revised or must subside if it is incapable of revision.86

The State will perform its functions with the minimum use
of coercion. Towards the close of this chapter we have dealt \vith
the non-violent way in which this State will meet foreign aggres-
sion. Internally the need of coercion arises in relation to crimes
and other violent outbreaks both of which threaten the
existence of society.
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